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Tur great problem which has so long exercised the
minds of maturalists, namely, that concerning the origin
of different kinds of animals and plarits, seems at last to
be fairly on the road to receive—perhaps at no very dis-
tant future—as satisfactory a solution as it can well have,

But the problem presents peculiar diffculties. The
birth of a “species” has often been compared with that of
an “individual.” The origin, however, of even an individ-
ual animal or plant (that which determines an embryo to
evolve itself—as, e. ., a spider rather than a beetle, a rose-
plant rather than a pear) is shrouded in obscurity. A fortiori
must this be the case with the origin of a “species.”

Moreover, the analogy between a “species” and an




